
OPEN CALL FOR ARTISTS: NURSING AND THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
 

ROYAL COLLEGE OF NURSING LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 
 

 
ROLE: Freelance Artist 
 
DEADLINE: Final artwork must be ready for installation by 14 October 2024 
 
FEE: A set fee of £2,000 is offered (inclusive of VAT) plus up to  £500 for 
materials and/or workshop costs. 
 
LOCATION: Anywhere in the UK 
  
In 2023, the World Health Organization called for global climate action to create resilient and 
sustainable health systems. Between 2030 and 2050, they estimate that climate change will 
cause around ¼ of a million extra deaths per year simply resulting from the effects on 
malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress. The effects on health more generally will be 
much wider. In the UK, the NHS has pledged to become carbon neutral by 2050. Urgent action 
is needed across healthcare and medicine to adapt nursing practice to deal with the impact of 
the climate emergency, as well as to develop sustainable nursing that seeks to reduce the 
effects on the planet of key contributors to climate change. 
 
In November 2024, the RCN Library and Museum will launch a public exhibition and event 
series exploring nursing and climate change. Drawing on our historic collections and 
contemporary nursing stories, the exhibition will interrogate the past, present and future of 
nursing and climate change. 
 
We are seeking an artist to deliver an artwork responding to health and the climate 
emergency. We are open to any medium and are particularly interested in art that takes a 
creative approach to recycling and re-use of healthcare items. The RCN Library and Museum 
seeks to work with nursing staff wherever possible, and are keen on approaches that include 
collaborative practice or co-creation. 
 
For more information about the RCN Library and Museum exhibition space, please see 
appendix attached. 
 
For more information on the work and history of the RCN, visit our website at: www.rcn.org.uk 
and the Library and Museum at www.rcn.org.uk/library  
 
How to Apply 
 
Please submit an expression of interest and your CV by midnight on Tuesday 9 July 2024 to 
audienceengagement@rcn.org.uk. 
 
Your expression of interest should explain in 500 - 1,000 words: 

• the concept for the new work including any visuals 
• how it relates to health and nursing 
• a brief outline of how the work will be created (timescale, medium etc.) 

 
The final work must be completed and ready to install by 14 October 2024. The install will take 
place w/c 4 November 2024. 
 
More information and photos of the exhibition space is below. If you require any additional 
information or would like to discuss the project further, please contact Sarah Chaney 
sarah.chaney@rcn.org.uk  

http://www.rcn.org.uk/
http://www.rcn.org.uk/library
mailto:audienceengagement@rcn.org.uk
mailto:sarah.chaney@rcn.org.uk
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RCN LIBRARY AND EXHIBITION SPACE: 
360° photo view: 
https://www.google.com/local/place/fid/0x48761ad495f653c3:0x699181b46ee67101/photosphere?iu=https://lh
5.googleusercontent.com/p/AF1QipOTjgBaWwMQONKJxgMcRQKUwKHSGgKHhFt2gNo%3Dw160-h106-k-no-
pi0-ya329.58148-ro-0-
fo100&ik=CAoSK0FGMVFpcE9UamdCYVd3TVFPTktKeGdNY1JRS1V3S0hTR2dLSGhGdDJnTm8%3D 
 
Images:  
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